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TO THE 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


! , OF THE COMMIU1ST PARTY OF CHINA 

Deir comrades, tfie Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet iunion hae received your letter of May 7, which 
contains an answer to -wn of I March 7 last. In your letter .you 
not only reject all tlie proposals of the CPSU.and other Marxlet- 
Leninlsi Parties aime<? at ojercomlng the difficulties in the 
communist movement, but virtually refuse to meet with repre- 
sentatives or! parties, to hold talks and discuss with them 
common problems of concern tbj the Communists of the whole world. 

so frankly expressed its scorn 
parties:, and its! refusal to lend 


Never before has the CC CPC 


of the opinion of fraternal 
ear to them ^nd take part in^a joint search for ways of 
overcoming the differences. iT|ie entire content of your letter, 
as well| as its rude tone, shows that for all J-he numerous CC CPC 
decorations to the effect that it is anxious: to prevent a split 
and uphold unity, you^ do nojtljvant the differences to be overcome, 
and in pr*.ctijce oppose the uiity of the world communist 
movement. You even make ao attempt to deny that your aim is 
to have' your hands free in oi-der to carry on -factional splitting 
activities. iThis is |the onlj way the Marxist-Leninist parties 
that ar;e concerned about the/ difficulties which have arisen 

| ] j : i 

within our movement can interpret your letter^. 

I ! ■ i 


a collective examination 

I ! 

formulation of advisable 


In sending you its letter of March 7, the CC CPSU believed 

i ■ l 

that the situation; in the Iworld communist movement called for 

ojf the difficulties, a collective 
vayB of overcoming them, and for unity 

of all the fraternal parties. With these aims in view, we 

i i I .! 

proposed calling a!CPSU-CP,C meeting and a preparatory conference 

i i j J ; 

of delegates from twenty-six parties as speedily as possible, 

i i ' ■! 

and holding a world Meeting even this year, by agreement among 

l*i i i 

the fraternal parties. We; felt that open polemics must be 

discontinued and all manner of subversive, splitting activities 

within' the Socialist commonwealth and the communist movement — 

practices which have alreajdy done considerable harm to our 

cause — renounced if those measures were to succeed. We reckoned 

■ i i i !' ; 

with the will of : most of the fraternal parties, which insist 

I j :| 

that CPSU aiid CPC delegates meet and that an international 
Communist fjorum be held tjo discuss the problems that have arisen 
in a comradely atmosphere,, |i within the fraternal family of 

1 I ■ ! I i 

Communists, and remove the divergencies caused by the CPC 
leaders* splitting activities . 

The proposals put forward in the CC CPSU letter of March 7 

i i '' ■ i 

were actively supported by jthe world communist movement. By now 


the overwhelming majority 


favouring a conference in 


of the fraternal parties have declared 


for convenijag a Meeting without delay. Some; parties, while 


principle, make certain reservations as 


to the specific time when 


ii should be called, bearing in mind 


your opposition to a| Meeting But as far as ( we know no leadership 


of any| partyj, .exceptj that 
Labour, rejects the necess 


of the CPC and the 1 Albanian Party of 

'i i 
ity for collective measures to overcome 


the difficulties in 'the communist movement and promote its unity. 


line CC !CPC lettjer of 


May 7 proposes postponing the confer- 
ence for "four or five years or more" and, moreover, declares 
that "it voild 'even 'be better not to convene it than to convene 
it". Once again you| put cjft for a long time ! the bilateral meet- 
ing which the CC CPC propc|sed a short time ago holding in 
October 19eJ, and ma'ke such;! reservations to your consent to it 
as give cauie for do'ubt wither the Chinese side is interested 


in it [at all 


We state, therefore, 


that the CC CPC is going back on its 
own proposals. The j CPC leaders have for a, long .time posed as 
initiators of an eaifly conference, making it! appear as if the 
CPSU were against it. When, in the winter of 1962, the Commu- 
nist parties of Indonesia! Vietnam and New Zealand proposed a 


conference, you supported 


their proposal. You wrote on April 7, 


1962, i that <ji conference would be of "topical, positive signi- 
ficance in overcoming the differences existing between fraternal 
parties today". At 'the end of 1962 that attitude of the CC CPC 
was publicljr reaffirmed in .[the speeches made, by your delegations 


I I i :l 

at the congresses: of the fraternal parties of Hungary and Cze- 
choslovakia! Afterwards you declared for a conference in your 


letters to the CC CPSU of 


March 9, 1963, and June 14, 1963. 


Lastly, your letter ; of February 29t 1964, said in black and 
white: "The Communist Party of China invariably favours a con- 
ference of representatives of the Communist and Workers* parties 
of all countries, and actively supports it,"; 

Nevertheless, the CC ;CPSU and other fraternal parties had 
only to putjthe question of! a conference on a specific basis for 


you to makeja volteface 


Anyone will be struck by the extremely 
contradictory and illogical* position of the'CC CPC. Until 
recently you enthusiastically, supported the idea of a conference, 
and were even proud iof having been the first' to support the 
proposal for convening it 


I ' i 
Today the CPC leaders say 


because you, considered it useful, 
something different. From what they 
say, a conference would be untimely and would, indeed, threaten 
the communist movement wilh! all sorts of calamities. That 
wavering seems to b^ due solely to the fact!that you have never 
before thought seriously of a conference — any more than you do 
now— because you could not! fount on support for your ideologic- 
al and political platform ion the .part of a world Communist 

forum. It i!s legitimate id presume that the' CC CPC is little 

i . i - 

concerned about the 'problem! of preserving and strengthening the 


unity bf thej comnmniet movement and that It is turning toe isaue 
of a conference into 1 an object for an unseeaiy political game 
to breed more difficulties;. , , 

Although you vigorously flaunt you Indiifference to the 
opinion of other parities ind declare that yo ! u are unafraid of 
a "resolute j rebuff" ifroa them, in fact you are afraid to attend 
a world. CoJnolati co'nferer.ce because you are anxious to evade 
a fair and straightforward 'ilscuBslon, and a comparison of 
your erroneous platform and | the line of the ;Vorld communist 


movement 


Your objections to a 


conference are. utterly Indefensible 


you contend! that a world coherence, like a CPC-CPSU meeting, 
vouldmerel^ "end ill a carrel in all parties going away 
without achieving any results" t and that "there will be an open 
split! and everyone will dp his own way". 

Mo oJ can i>cb the jl{flue like that or; predict a split as 
the result 'of a conference unless he himself has decided on a 
split, indeed, if lat a conference the line pursued is one of 
aggravating differences and if its purpose jis seen as one of 


condemning 


someone j elapping on offensive labels and making ir- 


responsible charges, the 


result may be further dissociation 
;i ■'''!■> 
rather than greater unity J | 

Bat the CP5,U Lid thisl fraternal parties which at every stage 
of the differences I have consistently favoured a new international 


meeting emphatically reject such a line, the very idea of such 
an approach to a conference. As far as we are concerned, the 
issue of i conference is inseparable from the problem of 
maintaining and promoting! the unity of our movement. We believe 
that, in view of the differences which the ! Communist movement 

' ' ; ' ' -I i 

has come up against, it is necessary, first and foremost, to 

concentrate on repealing what the fraternal parties have in ' 

i i | . 

common and what unites them, on seeking ways of overcoming the 

difficulties that [have Jrieen. Fraternal parties have no better 

method for overcoming differences and formulating common 

positions 'than a collective exchange of views at an .interna- 


tional forum that would 


enable each party to fully retain its 


sovereignty and yejt take an active part in formulating the 
common line of the world communist movement. 

The differences and disputes which have broken out in the 
communist movement! and aire causing it considerable damage affect 
the interejsts of every shingle party. That ; is why each party is 
entitled and obliged to contribute to the discussion and 

, i M ; 

solution of urgent] problems and to the common cause of promoting 

i ,1 

unity. It" is precisely a , conference that would give each party 
an opportunity to hear all opinions and state its point of view 

I ! " I ! ! ; 

frankly and seriously, so ;that it could subsequently be taken 
into consideration! when a common line and .c|ommon decisions were 
formulated;. | 


As regards the ;CPSU, 


in proposing a conferencei.it aims — 


in full accordance with the! principles established within the , 
communist movement aifter the Twentieth -Congress of the CPSU and 
the Moscow Meetings lof 1957: and I960 — to pursue at it a line 
for unity, t|he normalisation of the situation in our movement, 
and a jserioiis discussion Jfrdisputed issues , . such as will make 
for greater Junityi ori the basis of principle : and riot for an 
aggravation of differences.; It is our deep conviction that, 
there .are no insurmountable obstacles to this. All that is 
neceae'ary is for eve'ry participant in an international meeting 
to show at least a minimum 6f goodwill, to be willing to listen 
carefully to other o'pinionsij and to understand them, .'and seek 
for ways to I unity I and not t'o dissociation. . the representa- 
tives ,1 and if the| CBC delegation attends the i proposed conferenc 
with a dfesire to seek mutual understanding with, the other 
participants, and with a constructive programme, which the CPSU 
and otlher parties, think necessary, then the conference may 
become, a turning point in the effort for greater, unity. 

The CC CPSU is perfectly. aware that the divergencies be- 
tween the CC CPC and other fraternal parties ! are. very serious 
and have gone far. I A good deal of extraneous Vmat tei?j of art!-? , 
f i c iai i ti ee wh i ch- hinde r mutual understanding , ' have accumulated ' 

' l I ! | , I : - ] - - ,/ '. . ■ *\ ! j V. -' ' \ •■ . 

in the relatione between the' two parties. . A whole series of 
fundamental differences over highly important problems of to- 


day and of ithe policies o'f jworld communism have emerged and 

become acute. It la possible, therefore, that whatever the 

1 , I 'I 
efforts which the MarxistrLeninist parties may make, the con- 

' i I I 

ference may' not fully succeed in arriving at a common view on 

all matters I The CC CPSU: lis convinced, howeiver, that even such 

an outcome of the conference will not amount to a split, which 

the CPC leaders persistently forecast. Even in a case like that, 

we think it! possible to reach at the conference an agreement 

! ! i 5 

that the Communist parties ,;commlt themselves to take account 
of the opinions of all the conference delegates, all the 
Marxist-Leninist parties, | tjo co-operate conscientiously in those 

i ' j ; I , 

fields in which their positions and interests will have turned 

I II' 
out to be common, and refrain from any further action 

aggravating j the difficulties and gratifying none but the class 

enemy. One 'may well ask: 'given this approach, why should a 

; i ■ . i | 

conference lead to a split or so much as worsen the situation 


in the communist movement? 
We consider that the 


procedure for the conference pro- 


ceedings suggested by us fully accords with the standards and 

< I .! -i 

principles pf relations between Communist parties and is per- 

i i ! ■ 

fectly realistic. It is a question of really showing elementary 
concern for |unity, tiolerarice and good faith,, 1 which the communist 
movement has a right to expect from any one of its contingents. 
There can be' no doub!t at all as to the success of a conference 


provided every fraternal par£y and its leaders are aware of 
their historic responsibility for the destinies of our movement 
and realise the gravity of j the situation and the possible 
consequences of a split. , 

of a new international meeting, the 
s ; indispensable not only for over- 


In upholding the idea 
CC CPSli maintains th^t it I 


: I i 

coming the differences, important as this task may be in itself, 

i I I | \ ! 

Communists should not, for one moment forget their responsibility 


in the struggle against imperialism, for peace, democracy and 

' ! ■! 

national independence^ for u [successful advance along the road 
of socialism knd communism, 

.About foyr years |have parsed Blnce the last world confer- 


ence. In this period^ many 


important changeB have taken place 


in the v/orld yhich require study, generalisation and conclu- 
sions, ^he world socialist system has made notable progress 

I :i 1 

In the past years. Its, economic power has increased, and so 

I i I ■'■ ; 

has its political and ideological impact on world developement, 

| | ; : 

Most of the socialist countries are completing an important 

period of thei ! r development and are approaching new heights in 

i 1 ! 

the construction of a new society. Their further advance to 

I ill ! 

socialism and communism makes ;it increasingly imperative to 

improve the fopme of co-operation and mutual -assistance, ex- 

changes of experience, ; and co-ordination of political and eco- 

i i 

nomic activities. ' 


Two opposed world policies are in evidence today, more 
clearly than ever before. One is directed towards preserving 
peace and promoting! peace ful coexistence; it is pursued by 
the Bocialijit countries and is supported by the majority of man- 
kind. The j>ther is aimed at increasing international tension 
and the war menace; | it is 'pursued by the imperialist reaction- 
aries led by the wildmen ot. the US and other imperialist powers. 
The past years have j shown how very correct were the Communist 
parties: conclusions regarding the possibility of averting war 
and isolating and defeating the forces opposed to peace. 

The repent period has seen even more obvious signs of an 
aggravation 1 of the general crisis of capitalism, of the growth 
of the social and political antagonisms rending the capitalist 
system both| within bourgeois society and internationally. 

There is now much that isj new in^ the forms! of organisation and 

• | I I j. 

the methods' used by | the wording class of the capitalist coun- 
tries in fighting for its immediate and ultimate goals. The 
disintegration of imperialism^ colonial system has entered 
its closing; stage. | The newly-free nations' irresistible desire 

for socialism, and jtheir effort to take the non-capitalist road 

i i I i | 1 

of development has become! particularly evident in recent years, 
ii \ • \ ■; J ' ; , 

The revolutionary movement, and the champ tons of peace 

and socialism now have new j great opportunities, and we Commu- 


We are firmly convinced 


niets should think of ihe best! ways of using these opportunities 

' ! ! I } 

in the interests of the working class and all nations. 


tlhat a conference would be Just 


the place to make a collective' analysis of new economic and 

i j I ! 

socio-political developments! and processes, co-ordinate appraisals 

I'll; 1 ; 

and positions,! and enrich and .specify the common political line 
accordingly. We state | with eaiisf action that the. general line 
of the world communisti movement, as defined in 1 the 1957 and 
I960 documents \ has been proved by reality- to be perfectly 
correct and has brought fraternal parties further achievements. 

i i | ] 

On the other hand, there is now a pressing need to meet in order 
to sum ui the progress [made, compare notes, review the problems 


confronting world communism and, in keeping with the changes 

i " i i : ,' 
that have occurred in the international situation, supplement 

and elaborate the ideas of the! Declaration and Statement, and 


creatively examine and solve 


nbw problems 


In the li^ht of ail theses tasks, the CC CPf proposal for 
putting off a new world conference for a long time is particul- 

i i i I 1 ; 

arly unacceptable. All indications are that the conference is 
indispensable and the question,; of convening it cannot be shelved* 
The most important thing,; however, is, as the CC CPSU sees 

I I i : ; 1 

it, for every Marxist-Leninist party to contribute even today, 
regardless of the specific dJte of a new World Meeting, to the 

! 1 I J 

cause which the Meeting is to serve, that is, io the unity of 


the. CommuniBta of thej vorldVijand to the effort towards attain- 
ing common goals, At| the moment, it is important for every fra- 
ternal party, to fight) for. these goals still more actively, 
Every fraternjal partyj is faced vith tasks brooking no delay; 
it must j make a thorough stud^ of the situation that. has devel- 
oped inj the communist 1 ' movement, participate Constructively in 
the dispusslon of difficulties and in the search for, ways of 
overcoming thjem and ajjb ordinate its everyday activities to the 
interests of the international unity of our ranks* This is the 
practical method for proving j one's loyalty .to' the principles 


and exigencies of prole tar i 
rit. of Marxism-Leninism. I 


emphatically Jagainet jnaking 
ience a pretext for further 


an ■ internationalism and to the spi- 
tiiis also the surest way to convene 


and successfully carry through a world Communist .forum. We are 


the ussue of the date of , a confer- 
argument and a stumbling-block to 

i •. ' • . 

the solution of the main taslis confronting the communist inove- 

| j ' , . j M; .- : r * i ' : / . 

ment. Howeve]r, we are emphatically against postponing a 
conference - fojr "four or five | years or more", which is what the 
CC.CPC proposes. | 3 

Such is our position ori|i the main issue, .raised in the latest 
letters) which] the CC pPSU Saiid the CC CPC have i exchanged 
concerning the aims and projepedts of a new World Meeting. 

The CC CPC letter of May 7 deals with a.;number of other 
problems, , both concerning a World -meeting and having no direct 


bearing on it* Among them is, for example, the question of the 

procedure of convening the conference* " t 

The CC CPC assarts that in present-day conditions no one 

has a |right |to call ja world] conference since there is no per- 

' ■ i \ 

mahentJ body |of the Comintern type. From the. i point of v-iew of 

the democratic' principles on which the "communist movement is 

based, it must bei recognised that any party or group of; parties 

is free to take such an initiative. In. that event it is the * 

! ■ i M • ' • • * 

duty of the ; other cc-ntingents of the communist movement to 

I I I i ' ' ' ' y ' 

carefiilly examine! and support that initiative, provided it ; 
benefits our common I cause, |! As for the CPSU, i it Will be recall- 
q6 that the fraternal parti'es have placed oti. it a special res- 
oonsioility , with regard to ijthe convening of world .meeting.. 
The decisio^i adopted by thej 1957 Meeting .reads: < "Entrust, ithe 
Communist P&rty of the Soviet Union with the; function of . 
convening Meetings of the j Communist and Wor^ers.^ parties ; in 
consultatioji with tie fraternal parties". This decision, was 
passed unanimously, 1 with the CPC delegation participating^ . 
What -is more, Comrade Kaoj Tse-tung, who spoke, at the afternoon 
sitting of November' 14, 1957, said that "it: iis necessary to 


party .which ahouloV talte the initia- 


facts to establish the truth and pre- 


recognise the CPSU Lb the 
tive in calling Meetings" 

We are] citing these 
vent the is^ue of the initiative in calling . ; a Meeting from" be- 


ing made a riew object of argument and a pretext for delaying a 

■ ! j i. 

world forum of fraternal parties, which has become urgent. 

The CC CFC, raising one obstacle after another to a Meet- 
ing, writes ttiat thejre is ja need of "great preparatory work". 
Our Party has always! considered that the conference has to be 

■. ! , s • ' , i i- • : - . 

prepared for carefully if |lt is to succeed. It is with this 

i i i" 

aim in view i that we have proposed .again and again stopping 
public polemics and j renouncing the methods of factional acti- 
vity within jthe worid communist movement. 

-Everything suggests ibiat the CC CPC f in speaking of "pre- 
paratory work n , means something that is the. exact opposite 6f 

', : ; l ■ ; 

it, namely,; the intensification of factional 1 , disruptive acti- 
vities, and the utmost exicerbation of polemics. - Frankly 

/speaking, that is, in effect, the true reason for the Chinese 

\ ■'* i III ; 

Readers stalling. At a time when the struggle is' becoming 

: i | j 

more and more acute, it counts,. as everything seems to indic- 
ate, on forming a bloc ofj parties' and groups subservient to 
Peking. Another fact indicating this is that you are now 

\ ! ' I 

openly trying to secure the invitation to the Meeting of 

1 I i" ' : 

fellow-thinkers youi have recruited in various countries. 

£ince the CC CPC is jturning the question of the composi- 
tion of the 1 Meeting! into (another point of difference, we con- 
sider -it necessary tto state our attitude to! it. Ve are of the 

■ ■ i . j ■= : 1 

opinion that all, those parties which took part in the Meetings 


- jl5 -i 

' i 

I 

: I : . 

of 1957 and I960 and signed their documents are entitled to 

i ; I 

attend. This Is all the more so because the differences in 
the communist movement concern the interpretation of the Dec- 
laration and Statement, tabviously, only a jfcrum of the parties 
which formulated and signed those documents 1 are in a position 
to interpret them correctly. Only the conference itself has 
a right to decide whetherj any new participants Bhould.be in- 
vited. In the years that| have passed since: the last world 
Meeting there have arisen; in several countries (including some 
African countries) parties which agree with! and implement the 
general line of the, communist movement expressed in the Decla- 
ration ^nd Statement and are the recogndsedj spokesmen of the 
wording-class movement of ! their countries* ; naturally, those 

parties are entitled to expect an invitation to attend the new 

i • ■ ! 
international meeting. | , ' j 

But when the CC CPC io|ses the question] of inviting new 

participants to the, Meeting, it is thinking not of those partieB 

' . Mi ' I ' ■ ■ 

but of the ant i -party factional groupB which it has. brought 

' ! • ! 

into being and whiclri it designates by the high-sounding name 

of "parties". However, t^iose groups do not! represent the, 

working-class movement of their countries but have been art!-' 

i - i j ' 1 

ficially set up from without* It is no chance coincidence that 

the anti-party groups in. Australia, Brazil, i Belgium, Ceylon and 

i < ! ' 


some other countries sprang! ^ p just when, the - jCC CPC launched 
its factional activities within the wo rid communist movement • 
Secondly, tho'se groups do not adhere* either |.in theory^ or in 
practice, to the genJral line of the wo rid . communist; movement 
dfcfiried'in the Declaration and Statements On. the contrary,, 
the views they advocate betray them ■ completely as opponents • 
of this line. Thirdly, they| are made up of dnti-party oppo- 
si lion, elements expelled frbjn Marxist^Leriini?t parties and 
fighting against lawfully elected central committees, againBt 
tested leaders of those parties who enjoy prestige* It is, in- 
dicative of the political character and composition cf those 
'groups 'that they, have been] joined by Trotskyists r anarchists 
and /aU manner of renegades "and apostates It ih®uld be said 
in so, iiany words that thisj type of adherents to the Chinese 
leadership's! line is; no credit to it* No mdtter how hard you ■ 
.try to represent those impostors as "true revol-utionaries'% 
1 they* are outside the! communist movement » and no power on earth , 
can drag them into its ranks . ] 

The CC jCPSU caimot overlook the attempts the letter from 
t,hei CC/.CPC "■o^-Ma^? l !n«ke8jto- , d«fttne the tested .MarxistTLeniniet 
T /partleVof Australia i Braail and India. We; emphatically reject 
■■ the unworthy methods by which; the 'leaders of one party, <the 
f , Communist Party of China, i -lay claim to a special position in 
the communist movement, to 'the right to, pass 1 , judgment "on, part ie 


oB a whole arid their [leaders, and arbitrarily decide issues that 
are only for the working class of the given country to decide. 

If you persist i'n this sort of "preparatory work" for the 
Meeting, i.e.1, strive' to extend factional activity, you will 
only confirm ;the established , opinion that the CP C leadership 
is taking matters directly towards a split. ; 

The striving of the CC CFC to aggravate the open polemics. . 
in the communist movement has long become obvious. The pro- 
paganda campaign starred by! it has gone beyond the framework * 

of any ideological polemics cind developed into an open politic- 

i i | ■ j 

a l struggle against Marxistj-Leriinist parties. It has nothing 

in common vit'h an elucidation of the truth, with the working out 

of pressing problems bf the! theory and policy of our movement. 

The content, methods and tone of your statements show that you 

I i 1,' , 1 

deliberately :try to expand jthe range of issues, distort the, 

re^l stand of the Marxist-lieninist Parties, slander their 

i I 

leadership and turn the masses against it. It is patently 
clear to everybody that this iis not polemics any longer but, a 
fomenting of differences and jenmity. It shatters friendship 
among the peoples of the sojcilalist countries sows confusion 
and distrust in the. ranks of jthe revolutionary wording- class 
and national liberation movement and compromises world social- 
ism. The CPC 1 leaders 1 thereby bring grist to the mill of the 
aggressive circles of! imperialism, who, as everybody knows, 


are eagerly helping to circulate Chinese propaganda materials. 

We approach the preparai lone for the Meeting differently. 
The CC CFSU tias always held Stoat in the course of the prepara- 
tions there should b6 a creative discussion of important prob- 
lems of the communist movement on the basis of comradely ex- 
changes of oi>lniori as providj^ for .by the I960 Statement. We 
regard^ discussion of urgent problems of Marxism-Leninism, of 
problems, of the strategy and tactics of our movement, as normal 
and useful. Such 'discussion's help to advance' Marxist thinking, 
to bring the activity of t!ie| Communist parties closer to the 
requirements of reality and !to work, our a common policy in 


course of preparations for 


meetings and conferences. However, 


the Cc! CPC's| propaganda campaign, vhich is hostile to the com- 
munist, movement in hp way jserveB this j>urpos!e. , 

' You threaten! that you intend answering | n the more than two 


thousand antli-Chinese arti 


L cles and materials" allegedly pub- 
lished in the Soviet; press as well as "the numerous divisions, 
statements and articles of several tens of fraternal parties"., 
in other words, you jplan tio|| carry on the public polemics end- 
lessly. That, evidently, jls your objective' You started the 
polemics, forced the fraternal parties to give a rebuff to' your; 
erroneous views and ! now, jnder the guise of j "answers", ybu in 
tend to extend the political struggle against the Marxist-Lenin- 
ist parties' still further; ,] j 


The CdCPC's proposal,, 1 contained in its letter of May 7, 
for concluding an agreement; between the two Parties to publish 
materials of the other side in their press unambiguously ex- 
poses your design, which Jslto fan the polemics to even greater 
proportions.! ' j 1 

We should like ito note, that while there was hope that the 
discussion would not; go bejyohd a principled debate of theoret- 
ical and political issues we reprinted some Chinese materials 


in our. press . But when it 


became clear that; it was not a 


principled discussion but hostile propaganda we had to change 
our approach' to this questkon. No Communist! party has ever 
undertaken to reprint, circulate and propagate slanderous ma- 
terials that 1 are alien to socialism. No matter from whom such 
materials come, they heap only the reactionary circles of im- 
perialism in 1 their struggle against world socialism. 

The reprinting of articles in which our j country is accused 
of "plotting with US ! imperialism", "betraying 1 the revolution" 
and "restoring" capitalist j practices would have served no pur- 
pose other than to undermine our people's feeling of friendship 
c*nd fraternity for 1 the Communist Party of China and the Chinese 
people,, who, of courB^e, cannot bear the responsibility for the 
present actions of their leaders. By printing a succession of 
such articles!, the Soviet Jress would have had to answer each 
one of them. 1 The polemics [with the Chinese leadership would 


have thus become the .prime" content of our country's entire 

!■ . ■ | • 1 1 'I ■ \ 

ideological life* iThis would have meant distracting the at ten- 

-tion of 1 the Party and!-" the pjeople from the cardinal tasks, namely 

communist construction, the] struggle against imperialism and 

aid to the revolutionary wcjr king-class and national-liberation 

movement b. It is cle|ar thatlthis is something our Party will 

not do* 1 i 1 ■ - ■ 

It must be reiterated that all your thoughts are directed 
towards ' further aggravating -the polemics, intensifying faction- 
al activity and rejecting an> collective discussion of the 
^problems facing the communist movement. On all questions 
worrying Communists throughout the world, the C.C CPC, bae taken 
a' stand that ! turns icounter td; the common interests of our move^ 

■■ - ■! - ; i ■! * - • • . V- • •. 

■meht, to the I interests of strengthening the unity of its ranks, 

" ■ ■ 'i .' ' i ' , ! 'i - " '■ ■ ' ' - \ 1 ' 

In this light, facts gainsay the claim that the CC CPC ■ 

r i - - i ■ i ; r l - ■ ■ ! .'v. 

"consistently defends unity jand' struggles 1 against a;i split" 
and that' it is "making unflagging efforts to, remove' differ- 
ences"; Under present con'ditione, as never before* the struggle 


for unity requires practic 


sal constructive actions fiovever, your 
actions are aimed at hindering the,, settlement of the, differences 
■ "and worsening the' siituati^njj in every jioe si bie way.. The. negative 
approach whljch runs [through; j the CC CPC letter of May 7, and the 
utter, unwillingness ito me«>tj the initiative of the fraternal 
parties half way. can have only one explanation, namely, that the 
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Chinese leaders do nc^t wish to take into consideration the 
opinions and interests of the overwhelming majority of the Comrru-i'* 
munist parties, that they are waging a bitter struggle against 
them and deliberately seeking to split the communist movement. 
It is clear to all the participants in the communist move- 

ment that by. postponing a world meeting to a 'remote date, the 

i ; ! ! 

CC CPC hopes in thut time to! increase the number of its sup- 
porters, turn them into obedient toole of its policy and there- 
by attempt to create favourable conditions for itself at this 
future meeting. One! does not have to be a prophet to forecast 
the complete failurel of thje^e calculations. ( We have not the 
least ( doubt 'that with timej life will prove vith increasing 

force the indefensibility !of the ideological; and political 

i j : 1 . 

platform and tactical line that the CPC leaders are trying to 

impose upon the communist movement. The unseemly objective 

I f 'j 

pursued by the Chinese leadership will become increasingly 

I I 1 1 

clear and those who have been temporarily deluded will see the 

light. It goes without flaying that the splitting activity of 

the CC CPC can inflict anji has already inflicted harm on the 

communist movement, , particularly on those of its contingents 

that iare waging a struggle for the cause of [ the working class, 

against imperialist reaction in the capitalist countries under 


the difficult conditions 
of the worHng class and 


"But each step forward in the struggle 

ii 

each new success in the development of 
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the world socialist system yi 11 deal a blow at the erroneous 
and unrealistic propositions of the Chinese leaders and will 
prove the correctness and vitality of the Leninist line of the 
communist movement. j 

In its letter the CC CPC touches upon certain points of 

* i ! i 

ite ideological and political differences with the CPSU and 
other Marxist-Leninist parties. Our party has repeatedly 
set forth its stand oh these points. We therefore do not find 
it necessary to return to 1 them again in this letter,' especially 
as your letter contains nothing new. For a long time you have 
subsisted on outright \ abuse J and on the slapping on of labels, 

1 - 1 r • : 

substituting th?.s for an honest discussion of j questions on 
which the CC CPC has its own special opinion., The CC CPSU 

emphatically rejects as patent slander your irresponsible 

i j ' ! ' - 

assertion that the CPSU "strives for an alliance with US 

imperialism with every fibrp of its body", "opposes the 

national liberation movement arid the proletarian revolution" 

and is "plottjing a major conspiracy, an open split cf the 

socialist camp and the wo rljd communist movement" . Statements 

of this' kind only discredit] those who make them, those who 

take the liberty of making such malicious attacks against the . 


first country of vlctoriou^ socialism, a country that carries 
the main burden of 1 the struggle against imperialism. Who are 
these cluasy fabrications intended for? Do you seriouBly hope 


to find simple tone who would believe such slander? The real 
purport of your assertions :Ls that you want to delude the 
masses of China, set them against the Soviet people, who are 
the friend and brother of the Chinese workers, and peasants. 
All this bone'fits only the imperialist reaction, whose cher- 
ished hope is to splljt the peoples of the socialist countries, 
row enmity among them und bring them into conflict with each 
other. ' ■ 

With these acts you are, trying to screen the real essence 

of the differences that you actually have with the present „ 

I ' ! 
political line of the world communist movement. Throughout 

1 i I " . ; 

tho world, Marxists-Leninists have long ago realised that the 

Chinese leaders have t drifted away from the communist movement; 
in such questions as 'war aid; peace, the peaceful coexistence 
of states with different social systems, the |vays of accomp- 
lishing the socialist revolution, the role and ways of furth- 
ering the national liberation movement, the struggle against 
the id^olog^ 1 and practice of the personality , cult . and the 

methods of building socialism and communism.! 

i ! I i ' 

Prom all the rooftops! you claim that you are irreconcil- 
able adversaries of !the idjaas put forward by the Twentieth 
CPSU Congress. It is in vjain that you are proud of . this, com- 
rades! You .must realise that more than anything else this be- 
trays you us the people w Jo today adhere to outdated positions 


which have long been rejec 


ted by life, by the practice of the 


entire world liberation movement, the entire world communist 
movement* The Twentieth Congress of the CP$U, ae is recognised 
by the entire world Icommuriiet movement and officially affirmed 
In the Declaration aind Statement, initiated a new Btage in the 

development of our movement,. It has become 'the symbol of the 

'f i 

creative spirit of Leninism^ of a new line of the entire world 

I ' ! i 

I I ! 

communist movement, a symbol of the change from the ideology 


and practices of 
clples and norms* 


successes In the 


the^ Stalin personality cult to Leninist prin- 


This w£b the change that laid the foundation for further 


struggle against imperialism, for peace and 


socialism, for an enhancement of the prestige and influence 
of the worl(l communist movement, for its transition to a fresh 
offensive against the forces of reaction and war. The savage 
attacks against the, decisions of the Twentieth, and Twenty- 
Second Congresses of the ,CPSU t against' the propositions and 

I . - - ! ■ 

directives of the Declaration and Statement are nothing more 
than the reaction of conservative forces in the communist move- 
ment to the creative Marxism -Leninism of the modern -eppch. 
Evidently you do not even notice the extent; to^ which- the letter 
of the CC CPC of May 7 is permeated with. the ideology of the 
personality cult,. Your I demonstrative disregard of the will 
of the fraternal parties] ;your undisguised attempt to avoid a 
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collective discussion of the problems that have arisen and 
your method^ of conducting polemics by piling up all sorts of 


political insinuations, of 

i I 
intolerance land bitterness 

bear the indelible iinprint 


the most fantastic accusations, your 
with regard tc comrade s-in-struggle 
of personality cult practices. 
The CC ;CPC tries to cover up its departure from the general 
line cf the Icommunist movement with the flag, of revolution and 
struggle against imperialism, which is sacred to all Commu- 
nists. But ,the real, worth! o|f this "revolutionary spirit" 
is shown by 'the practical keeds of the CPC leaders, by their 
entire, ^.ctivlity aimed at splitting the revolutionary forces of 

1 :' i 

modern times 1 . Recently, fori example, the meaning that the CPC 

1 1 1 ! j ; ' 

leaders attach to their notorious theory of a so-called "in- 
termedial© zone" embracing [ beeides Chin*, the imperialists 
of Japan, the Federal Republic of Germany, France and Britain, 

! i ! | 

has become especially clear .' The extent to which manifesta- 

! I | 1 

ticns of a split in the communist movement, in the socialist 

camp, brings! Joy to the Imperialists is seen by their attempts 
to find some! way of effecting a rapprochement with those who 
are causing this split. Have the CPC leaders paid attention 
tc the! fact that namely today when Chinese propaganda is shout- 
ing loudest of all about "revolution" ctnd a '^struggle against 
imperialism" i the ruling circles of these pow.ers are displaying 
special readiness to ^establish closer relations with Peking. 
Even the US imperialists, as ' can be seen from! many statements 


by US officials, declare that despite the bellicose tone of 
Chinese propaganda China is jbehaving "moderately" and that 

therefore the United S'tates jmust "keep the door open" should 

1 i I ■ 

there be changes in relations with China; 

Today it ; is becoming increasingly clear to Marxists- 
Leninists throughout the world that on the lips of the CPC 
leaders "leftist" phrases mean nothing but a screen for great- 


power designs' and claims to 


hegemony which muni f est themselves 


with growing clarity in their practical actions in the world 

I . < j ! ' 

and in the communist movement. We should like to warn you, 
comrades, tha.t the road you| are taking is extremely dangerous, 
that you are gambling! with the destiny of the. people of China 

II t I ! ; , ■ 

and with their revolutionary gains. 

You are Itrying to portray criticism of your anti-Leninist 

views and stand as an "anti'-Chinese campaign/',. You know per- 

I I ' I i ' ' : 

fectly veil that in all of jour Party's documents special 

■ i ' 1 j ; 1 - 

emphasis is laid on tine heartfelt friendship of Soviet Commu- 
nists for the Chinese peopjey to whom we have rendered and are 
prepared to continue. rendering the utmost aid in. the building 
of socialism/ The CC CPSUj is not engaged in| stirring up among 
our people distrust and hostility towards China, towards its 
great people' and towards the peoples of other countries. 

It is precisely' because we cherish the friendship between 

the Soviet Jnd Chinese peojpleB, the unity between the Communist 

I / I 
Party |of the Soviet Union jand the Communist Party of China and 


the solidarity of the entire' world liberation movement that we 

j i i j •'< ■ ■ i 

are not relaxing ouri efforts to normalise relatione .with the 

CPC despite ! the factj that luje Chinese leadership is 'demons trac- 
ing with increasing 'clarity l| its unwillingness to improve thee© 
relations. Our long! enduring patience and restraint are ex- 
plained by ^he fact jthat We 1 ; are devoted to the Leninist prin- 
ciples of internatidnalisn r ;have our eyes on' the future and 
believe in the ultimate triumph of - these principles , in .the 
socialist cinanuniity jand tnej> communist movement. 

We reaffirm our stand with regard to the need for convening 
a Vorld Meeting of Gommunisit and Workers* parties as a reliable 

: ! ■ ! j ! ' ! ■ 

and tested method of securing the unity of ^arxist-Lenihiet 

i i i ! ,| 1 ■ 

parties. We suggest that in the immediate future we should v. 


agree; in principle that a 
should not be puti off for 


Meeting must be convened land that it 
long, and that agreement on its spe-. 


cifiJ date as well as on its agenda and composition should be 
reached through further consultations with the fnatiernal t 


parti eB 


The CC CPSU considers ,jthat at the present stage the main- 
effort, should be 1 concentrated on holding a preparatory confer- 
ence. We reiterate! our proposal that a preparatory conference 
should be . convened land atjtended by representatives o ( f the 
26 PartieB ! nominated by the World Meeting of Communist Parties 

as membere! of the Drafting ,i Comal 8 ' 8 * 011 . ln WO and representing 
the interests of. Ccjinmunifits in all- the main 1 regions of the 

world. We consider it necessary to, reach agreement wi-th the 


fraternal parties on the specific date of such a conference 
in the immediate future. 

I ! ! 

as before, the CC CPSU expresses its preparedness to hold 

i i , : { i 

a bi-lateral meeting of representatives of the CFSU and CPC 

I : : M, i 'i 

on any agreedj date. ^hiB question can be decided at any time 

by agreement between the CPSU and CPC . | 

A collective examination of problems of the communist 

movement is at presenjt the orlly true method recognised by all 

Communist parties , Therefore' no Party can, wi'thout breaking 

, ; I j , 1 

with internationalism* hinder the convocation of the Meeting 

• I i ; ! i ; 1 ' 

or unilaterally dictate terins under which su 1 ch a Meeting must 

be held. AllJ Parties \ are edijal and, on the baeiB of the demo- 
cratic principles proclaimed j in the Declaration: and Statement, 
jointly, decide questions concerning our entire movement* 

In consiusion 1 the CC CPSU considers it necessary to em-' 

! i \ Ml ; 

phasise that the Communist Party of the Soviet Union will 

I ' ' ri ! 

firmly continue to foil low the Leninist line laid down for it 


by the Twentieth and Twenty 

1 ! 

implement the general line 


Second Congresses and consistently 

,i ■ 

of the world communist movement as 


set forth in the 1957 Declaration and I960 Statement. Our 
Party and the entire ^Soviet people are faced with the epoch- 
making task of. building a communist society.! Together with 
all peace-loving forces we : bear the responsibility for avert- 
ing a world thermonuclear war, for. the triumph of the cause of 


peace, ^democracy, national 


independence and social! 


sm . 


We shall s'pare no !effort in the struggle for the attainment 
of the grejat goalsj of the imodern epoch, 

■ Such, too,'is| the position from whichi we approach the 


matter of [surmounting di 
mentj, and strengthening 


fficulties in the world communist move- 
trie unity of its ranks. We place the 


interests jof world! communism above all else and are guided by 

! i r M • ■ : ■ 

them inour relatione with the Communist party of China as with 

' * I ':!"!■' . 1 

any ,oth©r party. . 

The CC CPSU should alike to hope that the CC CPC studies 

the ipropoBals made; in this letter with all] seriousness, once 

again weighs all tiie poJsljble consequences of the stand taken 

I ; ' i ' ' I '! ' . : 

by it and,! ori its part, takes steps that would lead to unity 

I , i . i 1 

with all Mjarxiet-Lbniiiist iiparties rather than to a split, 

- 1 ! 

: With (fraternal greetings, _ * 


CENTRAL 


COMMITTEE OP THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
'i OP THE SOVIET UNION 


June 15, l|964 


